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On Monday 16th June Rotary club Neath invited Cefn to a presentation evening
in the Castle Hotel, Neath to celebrate “Young People in the Community Awards
Evening”

Celebrating and recognising the successes of our pupils is a very important and
integral part of education and the Rotary Club awards is an event that Mr Cole
and | always look forward to.

The evening was an extra special occasion for Cefn Saeson as it is the last one
Mr Cole will attend as headteacher. We are all very sorry to see him go but we
know that he will always be a much respected and welcomed part of our Cefn
Saeson family.

We were incredibly proud to have two gentlemen to receive awards who have
demonstrated outstanding ambassador and leadership qualities, not only within
Cefn Saeson but for the young people of NPT: Ben LLewllyn and Zjackaria Meah.

Zjackaria is an incredibly ambitious hard working young man who is a role model
for others to aspire to and leads the way with high expectations for pupil voice
and the rights of the child.

At such a young age he is actively involved in all aspects of school life including
the choir, drama club, Siarter laith and recently represented Cefn Saeson in the
Eisteddford where he was positioned 2nd place for the “Jac Tawe Performance”
for Welsh Learners.

Zaks ambitions has not stopped at Cefn Saeson, and he will speak to you this
evening about the phenomenal work he has undertaken for pupils’ rights in NPT.

Throughout our teaching careers every now and then you will meet a young
person who staff will never forget...for all the right reasons.

Ben Llewelyn has been an outstanding ambassador for Cefn Saeson and a voice
for young people with additional learning needs. Although having many
significant needs himself the kindness and support he has given to other pupils
who have struggled and required extra support and guidance is exemplary. This
young man has outstanding courage and resilience.

Ben has an infectious smile and personality who is incredibly popular amongst
all staff and pupils.



Siarter laith

This term has been a particularly exciting and proud time for the Welsh
Department at Cefn Saeson, celebrating both our language and culture.

A major highlight has been our school’s participation in the National Eisteddfod
- the first time Cefn Saeson has ever taken part in this prestigious event. We are
delighted to report that we achieved an incredible second place. As part of this
success, a group of pupils performed a scene from the play Jac Tawe, which
showcased their Welsh language skills, creativity and confidence on stage.

In addition to the drama performance, pupils also took part in the school choir,
performing a beautiful Welsh song under the guidance of our Drama and Music
teachers. Their performance added a moving and musical touch to the day’s
celebrations.

Many of our pupils also contributed behind the scenes, representing the school
with pride by assisting with the running of the event — handing out medals,
results and offering support to the organisers throughout the day. Their maturity
and enthusiasm were noted by many, and they were excellent ambassadors for
the school.

Many members of our staff joined in the experience, attending a fun-filled day
at the Eisteddfod in Margam Park. It was a day of cultural celebration, language
immersion and a chance to support our pupils in their Welsh language journey. It
was truly a day that left us extremely proud of our achievements.

In addition to the Eisteddfod, we were thrilled to host our Gwyl Criw Cymraeg
event, welcoming sixty pupils from our Primary Cluster Schools to Cefn Saeson.
It was a fun-filled and memorable day, with a variety of engaging Welsh-themed
activities. Pupils enjoyed a Mr Urdd-themed escape room, a silent disco, a
lively Eisteddfod Dwl a Sbri, and traditional Dawnsio y Gwerin dancing.

The day was a huge success thanks to the fantastic support from our Cefn
Saeson Criw Cymraeg, the Urdd, and Menter laith, who helped deliver
activities and ensure the smooth running of the event. It was heartening to see
pupils from across the cluster primaries immerse themselves in Welsh culture
in such a joyful and energetic way. Our visiting primary pupils had a fantastic
experience, and we are looking forward to welcoming them back as they begin
their journey with us at Cefn Saeson.



We were also fortunate to welcome external artist Orie Odl to our school to
collaborate on the creation of a new mural. This vibrant piece of artwork was
developed with the help of our Criw Cymraeg, who demonstrated incredible
enthusiasm and creativity throughout the project. The final mural beautifully

encapsulates the true spirit and characteristics of Cefn Saeson and our
community.
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It was a pleasure to welcome our Year 6 pupils and their parents to Cefn
Saeson Comprehensive School for the recent transition event. The evening
provided a valuable opportunity for attendees to gain important
information about the expectations and experiences of starting Year 7 in
September.

The Year 7 Transition Team delivered a series of informative and purposeful
presentations, designed to support pupils and parents in preparing for this
important next step. Additionally, the event offered an excellent
opportunity to meet Mr Evans-Jones, who will assume the role of Head of
Year 7 in the new academic year.
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Folly Farm 2025

Once again, the Neath Rotary Club and its members kindly funded a trip for our
ALN pupils to Folly Farm.

The pupils have had the pleasure of this exciting opportunity for several years
and the excitement, enrichment opportunities and wonderful memories is
invaluable.

Thank you, Mrs Roberts, for organising this for our ALN pupils.
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Year 10 Work Experience

Between the 6th and 9th of May Emma John coordinated a week’s work experi-
ence for our year 10 pupils. This was an incredibly successful week with pupils
attending placements in many different employment settings across the Neath
Port Talbot County and beyond. One pupil managed to independently commute
to and from Cardiff using public transport for the week with others travelling as
far as Weston Super Mare and even Cornwall to complete their work experience
in a placement sourced by themselves.

We were incredibly proud of several of our girls who attended placements in en-
gineering and mechanics! Both had an excellent time and learned a plethora of
new skills. Ruby has also been approached about returning as an apprentice
when she finishes school!

Several of our boys had very positive experiences within the construction sector.
Jacob attended CIWB in Port Talbot and the company were so impressed that
they have offered him a job over the summer holidays. Feedback from the em-
ployer was; “Jacob doing very well, he is eager and keen to learn. He wants to be
involved in all aspects and always asks what is next to do, he has really im-
pressed everyone on each site every day. Jacob has asked if he can do extra
work during the summer holidays and CIWB have agreed to a Saturday role for
him which has been forwarded to the school and passed on to his parents to ar-
range.”

4 pupils also went to Castell Group Construction and worked on the current
build in Neath town centre (Old Neath Workingman’s Club site). All the pupils
were really pleased to be helping in a project that is based so close to home for
them.
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On their return to school Emma John organised sessions on employability skills
and mock interviews to allow the pupils to consider how they could discuss and
include their work experience placements in future interview experiences when
they leave Cefn Saeson.

Andrew Pearce came in from county to deliver valuable information for how pu-
pils can present themselves best in an interview situation and how they could
use their skill sets from school and work experience to “sell themselves” in in-
terview situations.

Pupils were then able to put this into practise when the Cefn Saeson Alumnae
and local employers attended the school and delivered the mock interviews so
that the pupils could get a taste for speaking to adults who are not familiar to
them. Feedback from the employers was very positive with each pupil had an in-
dividualised sheet which highlighted what went well and areas for development.

All pupils then attended a college taster day in Neath College. Pupils were able
to select from a wide variety of college courses including vocational and A Level
standard. Pupils were able to attend campuses across the Neath Port Talbot re-
gion and were able to attend taster lessons and experience what college life
would be like. The pupils were very enthused on their return to school, and many
are now excited about what the future could hold for them.



Enrichment Activities — Geography Department

Mrs K. Penquet & Miss H.Matthews

Dan Yr Ogof

At the end of the Whitsun half term, the Geography
department took 50 pupils from Year 7 to the Dan Yr
Ogof show caves. This was to complement their river
studies in the classroom and to experience the caves - a
feeling that cannot be taught, just experienced.

Aberavon

The Year 9 Geographers have also been honing their field work skills by taking
partin an enquiry investigating evidence of coastal
processes along the Aberavon beach front. Pupils
prepared for the day by completing research in the
classroom and by learning about the processes that
affect our coastlines. On the day, pupils braved a
windy sea front to complete beach profile transects,
longshore drift tests and field sketches of the area.

They then came back to the classroom to draw conclusions and evaluate their
findings.

Neath NEA

This week our Year 10 Geographers are conducting a field study of Neath. They
will be out on Thursday conducting questionnaires, street transects and
emotional study surveys to draw conclusions on inequality across the town
centre. This will form the basis of their NEA and will count towards their GCSE
marks.



DofE

We have had record number of participants reach the expedition stages of the D
of E awards this year. Between the two awards (Bronze and Silver) we have
approximately 70 pupils attempting their expedition this season.

Alongside in school training the pupils have already

undertaken their practise expedition, on what was
the wettest of all Friday nights in June, pupils walked o 7
and then made camp in Margam park. They cooked e
food and sheltered from the continuing downpour
before settling for the night and attempting the % o
orienteering course in Margam on thew Saturday. Whilst the expeditio was a
great success - only now are the tents dry enough to be packed!!

First aid

| am proud that all Year 9 pupils have been taught basic CPR and Defib use
through the British Heart Foundations RevivR programme. Through our
dedicated PSE time - All form classes have had the training and practised what
to dointhe event.



